	[image: image13.wmf]
	The Sooner Rockologist

	September 2006
	                                                                                        Volume 61, Number 7

	Oklahoma Mineral & 
Gem Society Purpose
The purpose shall be an educational relationship among the members for the study of rocks, gems, minerals, fossils, and lapidary techniques, and for the exchange of the results of such studies and classifications with similar societies and the public.  (We have fun, too!)

Membership & Meetings 

General Membership meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m., with the exception of June and December when our anniversary picnic and Christmas party are held in lieu of regular meetings. Guests are welcome.

On the first Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. (except holidays), we meet for a Demonstration Night, giving members an opportunity to share information, teach each other, and assist each other with various personal projects.

Meetings are held at the Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Building, 3400 NW 36th Street in Oklahoma City. Annual dues are $10.00 for a single membership and $15.00 for husband and wife.  A $1.00 per person initiation fee applies to new members, subject to application and approval.

The Sooner Rockologist is the official publication of the Oklahoma Mineral and Gem Society, Inc. and is published each month, except January and July.  Non-profit, hobby newsletters may freely use the material in this newsletter, unless used by permission.  Please give credit where credit is due.  Editor will send any article by email. 

Elected Officers

President  

John Bode             580-336-2996

Vice President


Les Jones
 405-756-3456 

Secretary


Marinel Kelly       405-752-2696

Treasurer


Vi Holmes
 405-834-0765
 Appointed Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Anniversary Picnic   Donna Davis
Audio/Video
       Jim Vinson              dddddddddddddddd…. JC Brown

Christmas Party
     Dottie Smith
Education Committee    Les Jones
                              Mark Brickman
Federation Support    Dottie Smith     

                  Arlene/Max Burkhalter

Field Trips
    Larry Shearer
                              Paul Cinnamon
Historian
    Joann Carroll
                                  Reba Gibson
Hospitality            Cheryl Webber

                            Ambrosia Geffre

Librarian           Norma Cinnamon
                                     Vi Holmes
Meeting Displays
      Trudy Gullo
                             Doyle McCown
Membership Wanda Mandersheid

Newsletter
   Coleen Lumly                                                                                
Omniplex            Chet Hazelwood
                          Arlene Burkhalter
Parliamentarians
          Les Jones
                               Ed Vermillion
Programs              Vernon Dorton

                                      Les Jones
Property Custodian       John Bode  ………………….Paul Cinnamon

Publicity                 Judi/Les Jones
                                Coleen Lumly
Scholarship          The Burkhalters
2006 Show Chair           Arlene B.
Stamps

     Dottie Smith
Sunshine
Jean McKissack
                              Sandra Earnest
Telephone
     Mary Bynum
                                   Pearl Haney

                           Autumn Robards

                          Ovetta Vermillion
Ways & Means    Jean McKissack        

            Wanda/Dean Mandersheid


                         Doyle McCown 

Workshop/DemoNite Dale Moore
                              Mark Brickman


Our official web site now has more storage space and features! Check it out at www.omgs.org. Questions or suggestions? Contact Mark Brickman[stone3b@aol.com]. 

Gem Stone of the Month
SAPPHIRE
Overview:             Sapphire is of the corundum class of minerals. The presence of trace impurities of iron and titanium is responsible for that beautiful, vibrant, deep blue color. It is an extremely hard and durable gemstone. Sapphires are available in virtually all colors but red. Red Sapphires are known as Rubies. Blue Sapphires are the most valuable, followed by Pink and Padparadscha Sapphires. Padparadscha Sapphires have orange pink or pink orange coloration and rival Blue Sapphires in value. 

Usage:                  Sapphire is the Gem of Destiny. It will bring out the best within you and help make your dreams come true. Sapphire has always been associated with luck in romance. It is said to bring peace and happiness. Relieves mental depression and stimulates motivation and goal orientation. It represents faith and hope. This stone will help you with the heart and stomach and also with stimulating the pituitary glands and psychic centers. Strengthens the eyes, helps take down fever, and can help with nose bleedings. Good to wear for mental health. 

Legend:           The name sapphire comes from the Latin "sapphirus," which means blue. In the 7th Century B.C. sapphire was popular with the Etruscans, and there is later documented use in Greece, Rome and Egypt. In the 11th Century it was a celebrated stone used by both kings and clergy. By the Renaissance, it was popular among the wealthy elite. Sapphire was said to protect kings from jealousy and danger. In the 13th Century it was said to possess the power to prevent poverty. 
Occurrence:             We obtain Sapphires from Sri-Lanka, Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar (Burma), Vietnam, Madagascar and Africa. Vietnam, Madagascar and Ceylon are the principal suppliers of Pink Sapphire. Sri Lanka was the world's first sapphire source, and is today considered by many to be the only steady producer of large, fine sapphires. Kashmir is the home of the truly extraordinary sapphire. Australia is currently the world's largest supplier of commercial sapphires.

Physical Properties
Color

Green Blue to Violet Blue

Refractive Index

1.72 - 1.82

Chemistry

Aluminum Oxide

Hardness

9.00

Density

3.98 - 4.02

Crystal Group

Trigonal 

Modern Birthstone - Pisces, Virgo, Taurus,  Sagittarius
Mystical Birthstone - Taurus
Planetary Stone - Libra
Astrologists recommend Sapphire for Virgos.

Virgo: Aug 23-Sept 22 Sapphire, Agate, Jade, Amber, Citrine
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The Virgo glyph is said to be connected to the Immaculate Conception of the Messiah.  Its symbol "The Virgin" originated from the star Spica in the constellation of Virgo.

Copyright 2002 @ www.findyourfate.com


"Honesty is the first chapter in the book of Wisdom."
Thomas Jefferson
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Don’t forget to bring cancelled stamps to 
support AFMS!

Give them to Dottie Smith.
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In Remembrance

Those attending the funeral for Granville were Ima Adair, Max & Arlene Burkhalter, Paul & Norma Cinnamon, Reba Gibson, Pearl Haney, Chet Hazelwood, Joyce & George McBryde, Billie Marie & Henry Nedd, Bernie Possenriede, Phil Rathbun, and Dottie Smith.



Build a safe
Rock Garden
Do not use any of the following rocks or minerals in your rock garden.

ANTIMONY – a bright, white mineral, contains arsenic.
CINNABAR – a vivid, red mineral, contains mercury.
GALENA – a silvery, shiny mineral, contains lead.
FLUORITE – a violet or yellow mineral, contains fluorine.
REALGAR – a vivid, red mineral, contains mercury.
MALACHITE – a green, banded mineral, contains copper.
KAOLIN – smooth and white, absorbs water and then expands.
OBSIDIAN – a dark and glassy material, spalls off in sharp needles.
ALABASTER a white or gray material, is water soluable.
GYPSUM a clear and shiny material, is water soluble.
From The Trilobite May ‘06
HINT FOR THE FIELD

Bugs do not like the smell of oranges. Peel and eat an orange, but save the peel.  Squeeze and rub the peel on your skin. The oil of oranges acts much like the oil of citronella. This is effective on bees, black flies, mosquitoes, and wasps. Do not use bananas as heir odor is sweet and attracts these insects.
Rockhound Ramblings June 97



IMPORTANT NOTICES!

Omniplex Oct. 6th & 7th Members are encouraged to come and teach or do demonstrations sometime between 9-5pm, or help out by being a gofer.  The setup session starts at 1pm on the 5th.  For more information or to participate, call Chet at 405-427-1439.
Tulsa Rock & Mineral Show, October 28th & 29th needs exhibits, competitive exhibits, and judges for their show.


October 2nd is our next work/demonstration night; the program will be a repeat of the Mineral Identification class. See you there!


Tips & Hints
Real or fake diamonds can be differentiated by using a magnet. Synthetic diamonds will stick to a magnet, but natural diamonds will not.

The Pick & Dop Stick May ‘06

Goofy Definitions

ARBITRATOR – A cook that leaves Arby’s to work at McDonald’s.
AVOIDABLE – What a bullfighter tried to do.
BERNADETTE – The act of torching a mortgage.
BURGLARIZE – What a crook sees with.
CONTROL – A short, ugly inmate.
COUNTERFEITERS – Workers who put together kitchen cabinets.
ECLIPSE- What an English barber does for a living.
EYEDROPPER – A clumsy ophthalmologist.
HEROES – What a guy in a boat does.
LEFTBANK – What the robber did when his bag was full of money.
MISTY – How golfers create divots.
PARADOX – Two physicians.
PARASITES – What you see from the top of the Eiffel Tower.
PHARMACIST- A helper on the farm.
POLARIZE – What penguins see with.
PRIMATE – Removing your spouse from in front of the TV.
RELIEF – What trees do in the Spring.
Source Unknown

From the Rockhound Record Sept 06
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When you dream in color, it's a pigment of your imagination!  Source Unknown

The Sooner Rockologist
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The Oklahoma Mineral and Gem Society, Inc.

P. O. Box 376

Oklahoma City, OK 73101-0376  (permanent address)
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Editor
Coleen Lumly 
   405-603-6575

Email: coleen52@hotmail.com
Editor’s Note:  Submit your contributions by the first of each month please! Submissions may be edited for punctuation, clarity and available space. If you have an announcement or a trip report to share, email or give it to me at the meetings. Email is preferred, so I don’t have to retype it.  Thanks to all who contributed to this newsletter!
Newsletter Template Source:

www.free-newslettertemplates.com

	On August 13th, OMGS participated in the OETA public television "August Fest" fund raising event, taking calls from contributors. [image: image8.wmf]Thanks to those who represented our club!
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IN MEMORY OF GRANVILLE MORGAN

OMGS member, Granville Morgan, passed away Wednesday, August 23rd, 2006. He had celebrated his 100th birthday February 13, 2006. Granville is survived by his wife of 63 years, Minnie Lee, and numerous friends and relatives.

Granville lived a very long and colorful life. In his youth, he was a golden gloves boxer. He was one of the first twelve individuals sent to Oklahoma City to establish what is now Tinker Air Force Base. He devoted his life to God, Church work, gardening, and collecting artifacts and fossils.

Granville and Minnie Lee were not charter members of OMGS, but they joined soon after its formation. Although the OMGS membership records of those early years have been lost, several years ago our organization voted to honor them with lifetime membership status.

After retiring, Granville continued to work actively for his Church, and also became the Chaplain for the State Fair of Oklahoma, a position he retained for many years, until he could no longer safely drive. 

Granville also spent a great deal of his time collecting fossils and artifacts. His love of searching for these treasures was only surpassed by his eagerness to share his knowledge with others, especially children. Whenever OMGS members displayed and demonstrated at locations or events such as the Omniplex, State Fair, Medieval Fair, libraries, etc., Granville would be found talking to the children as well as adults about his fossils, and usually would present each child with a polished rock or small fossil. Max and Arlene Burkhalter recall that when "Grannie", as many of his friends called him, was in his 70's, and their son Roger was about 16, "Grannie took Roger under his wing, taking him on many field trips hunting for artifacts and fossils". Arlene states that "Max and I felt comfortable letting Roger go with him, and Minnie Lee was relieved, knowing that Roger was mature enough to be of assistance to Granville in case they encountered problems". The irony of this was that Granville was not much over 5 feet tall and even at 16, Roger towered over him, making for a humorous Mutt and Jeff appearance. 

Those in OMGS who knew Granville and Minnie Lee well, can relate many stories, some serious but mostly funny. He led our members on many field trips. Several of our members will recall some of the events that occurred on the field trip that Phil Rathbun and Granville led down into the Big Bend country in Texas. Occasionally, when he felt he had been wronged, Granville would show his temper. Any time he was angry with someone, we all knew it, but his anger usually didn't last long, and soon he would be back helping the person with whom he had been mad. Granville was always willing to join the crowd in having fun. One year, as part of the entertainment at the OMGS Christmas party, he was part of an all male cast that presented a hilarious drama about a wedding. "Grannie" played the father of the bride--complete with his shotgun.

Granville was well known to many of the rockhounds throughout the state, due in part to his presentation of educational programs on how to judge fossils at the Exhibitors and Judges Seminars at Stillwater, Oklahoma.

To those of you who didn't get to know him, as well as those of us who hold fond memories of him, men like Granville don't come along very often. He will be greatly missed. 

Contributed by Arlene Burkhalter & Paul Cinnamon



FOSSIL HUNTING FIELD TRIP OFFERED BY
SAM NOBLE OKLAHOMA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
08-25-06 CONTACT: Linda Coldwell (405) 325-0598 

NORMAN - Though Oklahoma is now far from the ocean, it was once covered by an ancient sea teeming with life.  The rocks in parts of the state hold thousands of fossilized remains of trilobites and other invertebrate marine animals dating back more than 480 million years. An adult education program and field trip offered Sept. 15 and 16 at the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History will teach participants how to recognize and identify these invertebrate fossils. The program is open to adults age 18 and up. Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $50 per person for museum members, $60 for non-members.

The program will begin on Friday evening with an informative presentation at the museum led by invertebrate paleontology curator Steve Westrop. Westrop will introduce participants to life in Oklahoma's ancient seas and provide tips on identifying fossils.  On Saturday, the group will depart from the museum at 9 a.m. to a dig site where they will search out and collect marine fossils. Participants may keep the fossils they find, and will return to the museum in the late afternoon. Transportation is provided. Participants will bring their own lunch.

Dr. Steve Westrop studies the paleobiology of trilobites as well as mass extinctions and long-term changes in marine communities. He conducts field work at sites across North America, including the Canadian Rocky Mountains, the high Arctic, Newfoundland and the Arbuckle Mountains of Oklahoma.

Early registration is encouraged.  To register, call the museum education department at (405) 325-4712. Additional information about this and other programs at the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History is available on the museum's Web site:  www.snomnh.ou.edu. The museum is located on the University of Oklahoma Norman campus and is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

Members Night Behind the Scenes

Tuesday, Oct. 24 - 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Join Today!  http://www.snomnh.ou.edu/membership


OMGS Board Meeting Minutes ∙ August 10, 2006

Members present: Oscar Carroll, Arlene Burkhalter, Vi Holmes, Billie Marie Nedd, Doyle McCown, Paul Cinnamon, Leon Neff, John Bode, Les Jones, Donna Davis, Sebastian Geffre, and Marinel Kelley.

Guest Present: Joann Carroll, Leona Carroll, Max Burkhalter, Henry Nedd, Norma Cinnamon, Ambrosia Geffre, and Coleen Lumly.

Les Jones opened the meeting at 7:05pm.

Corrections to the July board meeting minutes: Board meeting is on August 10th, 2006 and not August 8th, 2006 as printed. My apologies to the Carrolls for misspelling their name, and Doyle McCown did not make a motion as reported in the last board meeting minutes.

Marinel Kelley read the minutes for the July meeting. Oscar Carroll made the motion to accept and Sebastian Geffre seconded, the motion passed.

Vi Holmes gave the treasurer’s report and it was files for future audit. Doyle McCown made the motion to accept the report and Donna Davis seconded, the motion passed.

Marinel Kelley is to get the payment for the website domain name.

Les Jones gave the report on the 2005 Rockologist audit.

Past records for the treasurer need to be picked up from Dale Moore.

Norma Cinnamon received the notification that the deposit box needed to be paid for the year. Marinel Kelley was asked to write a letter on the club letterhead updating the records on this year’s officers. Norma Cinnamon, Teresa Cave, and Sebastian Geffre’s names are to be removed from the signature card and John Bode and Vi Holmes are to be listed as the current officers. The contents of the box are to be inventoried.

Les Jones gave the education committee report.

Oscar Carroll brought pictures and measurements for the Moore library display.

Coleen Lumly asked that the minutes and articles be submitted by the first of each month.

New member applications were read for May Harshbarger, Lynn Jarrett, and Joanna Campbell-Fife. Paul Cinnamon made the motion to accept the applications for membership and Les Jones seconded, the motion passed.

Arlene Burkhalter mentioned that time was running short on choosing a name for the 2007 show. We need to have a name chosen soon so we can proceed with the advertising in time for the Tulsa Rock & Mineral Show, which will be held on October 28 and 29th, 2006. Our show will be held on November 2nd & 3rd of 2007, which is Oklahoma’s centennial year. Suggestions should be submitted to Arlene Burkhalter or Vi Holmes. 

Les Jones is to call Vernon Dorton to remind him of the new program end time of 8:45.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. Next board meeting is September 14, 2006 at the Denny’s Restaurant at 6301 N. May Ave. at 7pm.

Marinel Kelley

Secretary

OMGS General Meeting Minutes  ∙ August 17, 2006

John Bode called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Wanda Manderschied introduced our guests for the evening; they were La Verne Henderson, Tracy Soutiere, and Gary Michie.

As the minutes for the August General minutes were not printed in the Rockologist, Marinel Kelley read them. Ed Vermillion made the motion to accept the minutes as read and JC Brown seconded, the motion passed.

Chet Hazelwood gave the report on the Omniplex. Our next demonstration will be October 6th & 7th, 2006. Volunteers and help are needed. Set up will be Thursday, October 5th, 2007 beginning at 1:00pm. Thursday and Friday hours are from 9:00am to 6:00pm. Please wear your green vest or have your membership card available for admission to the Omniplex.

Arlene Burkhalter gave the report for the show committee. We need to come up with a name for our show, which will be held on November 2nd & 3rd, 2007 at the Modern Living Building, on the Oklahoma State Fairgrounds. 2007 is the centennial year of Oklahoma’s statehood and it would be nice to have a name that corresponds with this.

Mark Brickman announced that the website is coming along nicely. The URL is www.omgs.org. Pictures from the OETA Augustfest have been recently uploaded to the website. He would also like to have everyone’s email addresses. October 2nd is our next work/demonstration night, and the program for the evening will be a repeat of the Mineral Identification class. The Education Committee will also be available to help set up the library displays.

John Bode introduced our new members. They are Lynn Jarrett & Joanna Campbell-Fife. John also announced that the Tulsa Rock & Mineral Show needs exhibits, competitive exhibits, and judges for their show on October 28th & 29th, 2006.

Displays for the evening were: Peridot display – Mark Brickman, Mica – JC Brown, Assorted rock specimens – Patricia Khaouri Mahir, Chrysoprase carvings, Blue Chalcedony butterfly, and gem tree – Billie Marie Nedd, and Agate slices – Sebastian Geffre. 

Kitchen help for the next meeting are Donna Davis and Lou Dorton. Cookies are to be brought by Ovetta Vermillion, Reba Gibson, and Elaine Welch.

Sebastian Geffre presented our program for the evening on his trip to Brazil.

The next general meeting will be held on September 21st, 2006.

Marinel Kelley

Secretary

OMGS General Meeting Minutes  ∙ July 20, 2006

John Bode opened the meeting at 7:06 pm.

Guests for the evening were: Merrilee Welch, Spike and Dave Lee, Lynn Jarrett, and Joanna Campbell-Fife.

Sebastian Geffre made the motion to accept the minutes as printed in the Rockologist. Dottie Smith seconded, the motion passed.

Vi Holmes gave the treasurer’s report and it was filed for future audit. 

Mark Brickman gave the Education Committee report: A permanent rock garden at Will Rogers Park was discussed, we could collect large specimens for display, and they need to be 150 to 200 lbs and permanently placed as there is some theft in the park, or we could collect smaller specimens for the arboretum. 

A committee needs to be formed for the displays, 4 or 5 people are needed.

Website: the club will take over the domain name for an official website.

Dottie Smith gave the Sunshine report for Jean McKissack. Jean will be moving soon. Cards were sent to Dean Manderscheid and Max Burkhalter as each has had surgery. Elaine Buchanan passed.

Doyle McCown announced Trudy Gullo is going home from the hospital.

Displays for the evening were: Mark Brickman – New Zealand Rocks. Dottie Smith – North Carolina Minerals, Les Jones – Jade, and Billie Marie Nedd – Indian artifacts.

Paul Cinnamon announced a new book for the library; it is “Ancient Forests – Petrified Wood”.

There is a sign up sheet for the OETA Augustfest. The date is August 13, 2006.

New Member: Cindy Schrimpf was introduced.

The nominating committee for next year’s board members was announced. They are Vi Holmes, Paul Cinnamon, Oscar Carrol, and Sebastian Geffre.

Kitchen help for the August 17, 2006 meeting is Ambrosia Geffre and Joann Carrol.

Cookies are to be brought by, Jackie Kopacka and Pearl Hainey.

The evening’s program was given by Spike Lee on Australian Minerals.

Next general meeting is on August 17, 2006. 

Marinel Kelley

Secretary
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FISHING AND ROCK HUNTING

By Lonnie Williams
Reprinted from an old Rockologist, submitted by Mark B.

My family loves fish. We have always loved fish. The family wanted to have a fish fry and they called me to go catch the fish. My brother Bill and I are the best fishermen in the family. We loved to fish so much we didn't get very far in school because we played hooky to go fishing. 

We couldn't hold a job very well because we got fired for going fishing and so we ended up on welfare, and now we can go fishing two or three times a day. My brother Bill has problems. His wife hates fishing so much she threatened to divorce him the next time he went fishing. She wouldn't speak to me. The family likes his wife and doesn't want them to divorce, so they asked me to go catch the fish for a family fish fry. 

When I went to my favorite fishing hole, there was this big snake lying up on a log, watching a big bass nearby. I made a cast for this big bass but my lure caught on the log by the snake. The snake was so big I didn't dare try to go get my lure. Now, I don't like to lose a fish when I hook one, so I use a strong line that the fish can't break. Trouble is, I can't break the line either. I didn't have my knife to cut the line and I couldn't get loose and I was afraid to go near the big snake. I jerked and tried to get loose until the snake began to get annoyed with me. Finally, in desperation, I threw my rod and reel in the water to get away from the snake. The commotion scared the big bass and it swam down the lake a little way. 

Fishing & Rock Hunting continued from column on right: I have had troubles before, so I always carry another rod and reel when I go fishing. I used the second rod and reel and went over and caught the big bass. Just when I caught the big bass, a very bad storm arrived. There was high wind, hail, lightening and rain. I hurriedly tied the fish to a tree and ran and got in my pickup. When the storm let up a little, I ran down to the water to get my fish. The big snake had hold of my fish, getting ready to try to eat it. 

I didn't have a club or gun, but I didn't want to lose my big fish, so I untied the stringer and tried to pull the fish loose from the snake. At first the snake started coming along with me and my fish and I thought that maybe I could drag them far enough to find a big club. I guess the snake finally realized what I was thinking and he clamped down on my fish, jerked the stringer out of my hand and started back for the water with what he thought was his fish. 

Just before he got to the water a bolt of lightening struck the ground close by and sorta stunned him and the fish. He let go of the fish and rolled into the water. I dragged the bass to the pickup and managed to get it loaded. At home, I cut off enough fillets to have a family fish fry. All the family came except my brother Bill and his wife. She hated fish and she hated me so much for taking him fishing, that she wouldn't let him come to the fish fry. 

My family comes from a long line of stutterers. We all stutter, especially when we are excited. Probably the worst stutterer is grandpa; by the time he says good morning it is afternoon. Before cousin Sue could say no, she had. So you can understand that when we say grace it is a brief silent prayer. 

We had our fish fry with all the family except brother Bill's family. Everyone said that it was the best fish they ever ate. Pretty soon we noticed that everyone was losing their stutter. By the next day the whole family had quit stuttering. We couldn't believe it. When we have a fish fry, we have a fish fry. All we ate was fish, so we knew it had to be the fish, so we took some of the leftovers to have it analyzed. The only things the lab could find different about the fish was that it contained snake venom and was kind of shocking. I guess that when the snake thought he was going to lose his fish and clamped down and jerked the fish away from me he injected some poison into it, or maybe some lightening hit the snake. 

The family doesn't stutter anymore. Brother Bill's wife stopped threatening to divorce him, but now she nags him to go fishing and she keeps calling me to take him fishing. 

Grandma says if we can figure out how to stop stuttering maybe we can get off welfare. However, I am afraid to do anything that might hinder my fishing and rock hunting. 

By the way, when the fish are not biting I look for rocks, arrowheads, fossils, etc. You ought to see my rock collection! 

Continued next month………..


Interesting Fact - In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes. When you pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the phrase......... "goodnight, sleep tight."
FIRST CLASS MAIL – DATED MATERIAL

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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