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	The Sooner Rockologist

	October 2006
	                                                                                        Volume 61, Number 8

	Oklahoma Mineral & 
Gem Society Purpose
The purpose shall be an educational relationship among the members for the study of rocks, gems, minerals, fossils, and lapidary techniques, and for the exchange of the results of such studies and classifications with similar societies and the public.  (We have fun, too!)

Membership & Meetings 

General Membership meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m., with the exception of June and December when our anniversary picnic and Christmas party are held in lieu of regular meetings. Guests are welcome.

On the first Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. (except holidays), we meet for a Demonstration Night, giving members an opportunity to share information, teach each other, and assist each other with various personal projects.

Meetings are held at the Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Building, 3400 NW 36th Street in Oklahoma City. Annual dues are $10.00 for a single membership and $15.00 for husband and wife.  A $1.00 per person initiation fee applies to new members, subject to application and approval.

The Sooner Rockologist is the official publication of the Oklahoma Mineral and Gem Society, Inc. and is published each month, except January and July.  Non-profit, hobby newsletters may freely use the material in this newsletter, unless used by permission.  Please give credit where credit is due.  Editor will send any article by email. 

Elected Officers

President  

John Bode             580-336-2996

Vice President


Les Jones
 405-756-3456 

Secretary


Marinel Kelly       405-752-2696

Treasurer


Vi Holmes
 405-834-0765
 Appointed Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Anniversary Picnic   Donna Davis
Audio/Video
       Jim Vinson              dddddddddddddddd…. JC Brown

Christmas Party
     Dottie Smith
Education Committee    Les Jones
                              Mark Brickman
Federation Support    Dottie Smith     

                  Arlene/Max Burkhalter

Field Trips
    Larry Shearer
                              Paul Cinnamon
Historian
    Joann Carroll
                                  Reba Gibson
Hospitality            Cheryl Webber

                            Ambrosia Geffre

Librarian           Norma Cinnamon
                                     Vi Holmes
Meeting Displays
      Trudy Gullo
                             Doyle McCown
Membership Wanda Mandersheid

Newsletter
   Coleen Lumly                                                                                
Omniplex            Chet Hazelwood
                          Arlene Burkhalter
Parliamentarians
          Les Jones
                               Ed Vermillion
Programs              Vernon Dorton

                                      Les Jones
Property Custodian       John Bode  ………………….Paul Cinnamon

Publicity                 Judi/Les Jones
                                Coleen Lumly
Scholarship          The Burkhalters
2006 Show Chair           Arlene B.
Stamps

     Dottie Smith
Sunshine
Jean McKissack
                              Sandra Earnest
Telephone
     Mary Bynum
                                   Pearl Haney

                           Autumn Robards

                          Ovetta Vermillion
Ways & Means    Jean McKissack        

            Wanda/Dean Mandersheid


                         Doyle McCown 

Workshop/DemoNite Dale Moore
                              Mark Brickman


TIME TO PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES!
Note change of club address!


Gem Stone of the Month
OPAL
Overview:    Opal is a hydrated silica (SiO2.nH2O) with a water content within the mineral structure. Precious Opal contains 6% - 10% water and consists of small silica spheres arranged in an orderly three dimensional structure. It is created by percolating water in or near sedimentary volcanic ash that dissolves silica of shells, bones and woods, “fossilizing” them into opal. Opal is not a particularly hard stone so care must be taken to preserve the natural beauty of this gem.

Usage:   The Opal is truly the "Queen of Gems" and the Eve of the Gods. A stone of hope, positive action and achievements. It has always been one of the most popular and esteemed gems, known to absorb, carry and pass enormous amounts of energy. A mysterious gem, as each one appears different in its delicate beauty. Promotes psychic stability and the capacity to share. A stone of love and romance and a stone to grant wishes and personal happiness. 

Legend:  The Romans first popularized Opal about 100 BC and gave it the name opalus (to see a change of colour). They prized Opal above all other precious stones and believed the holder to be charmed with good fortune. The only European source of this rare and prized gemstone prior to the sixteenth century was the volcanic deposits of Czechoslovakia. Later the Spaniards brought back fine examples of Aztec Opal from the New World. Beautiful Opals have featured in many of the Crown Jewels of Europe and they remain popular with heads of state and the rich and famous. 

Occurrence:   Notable occur-rences include Western USA, Mexico, Australia and many other localities around the world. 

Australia produces approxi-mately 95% of the world's precious opal. Other deposits occur in North, Central and South America, and Indonesia. 
Physical Properties of Opal
Color

white, colorless, pale yellow

Hardness

5-6

Specific Gravity

2- 2.5

Chemistry 

SiO2-nH2O

Crystal Structure

Amorphous

Birthstone-Aquarius 
Mystical Birthstone-April
Birthstone-June
Birthstone, Lucky charm - Libra 
Astrologists recommend Opal for Libras (Oct).
Libra: Sept 23-Oct22

Libra’s Metal – Copper

Libra’s Gems - Sapphire,  Jade 
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Its glyph represents the balance of the scales. Its meaning is equilibrium and justice. It is considered to be the sign of cosmic reciprocity, of cooperation rather than competition.

Copyright 2002 @ www.findyourfate.com
COMPUTER TERMS

What they used to mean

Hard Drive – Climbing a steep, muddy hill with a full load in your four-wheel drive.

Keyboard – Place to hang your keys.

Window – What we look out of to see what kind of day it is.

Floppy – When you run out of Polygrip.

Modem – How you got rid of your dandelions.

Reboot – What you do when the first pair gets covered with barnyard stuff.

Network – Activity meant to provide bait for your trot line.

RMF Newsletter 1997 via MSA Rockhound Record 9/06



EXHIBIT AT ORR FARM!

Larry Shearer has placed an "Oklahoma Minerals and Fossils" exhibit at the Orr Family Farm which is located at 14400 S. Western, OKC. 

The exhibit will run from September 29th through December 23, 2006. Dr. Glenn Orr, and wife Shari, have created a wonderful family fun park directed toward children age 2 to 92. 
Dr. Orr visited one of OMGS's recent meetings to extend an invitation to our Club. The Orr Family Farm offers pumpkin patch hayrides and other special events and is a wonderful place to take children and grandchildren. 

From I-35, take exit 116 in Moore, go west to Western, turn right, go ½ mile.

From I-240, take Western exit 2A, go south past 134th St. 

For further information go to www.orrfamilyfarm.com or call  405.799.FARM [3276]
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Don’t forget to bring cancelled stamps to 
support AFMS!

Give them to Dottie Smith.

Basic Black

On many occasions, black epoxy is appropriate rather than the customary gray. You can make your own. Use black ground-up graphite shavings from pencils for your pigment. By thoroughly mixing the ground-up graphite with your epoxy you will get a good black color. 
Via Stoney Statements 9/04



SAVE THE SOAP SLIVERS!

Save all your remnants of bars of soap. Put them in a plastic container. When you are lapping or facing a slab or geode that has a crystal-lined vug, soak the soap to a thick paste and fill the vug with it. When you have completed the lapping process, use a brush to wash out the soap. This will keep grit or slurry from filling up the bug.
Via The Pegmatite 4/05
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You are growing old gracefully when the number of things you can do is roughly equal to the number of things you no longer want to do.
Via Hidden Treasures 9/92



Opal doublets are thin slices of precious opal glued onto a matrix material often used in jewelry. Such gems are much cheaper than solid opals, yet provide the same play of color. They are sometimes coated with a thin layer or dome of clear Quartz to make them more resistant to scratches. These are known as triplets.
Where did the Word Come From?

[image: image8.png]


The word “Lapidary” comes from the Latin word Lapis, meaning Stone. Lapidaries flourished in Assyria, Babylonia, and Egypt, more than 6,000 years ago. Lapidaries (craftsmen who cut, polish, and engrave stone) used a sapphire point in cutting until about 3,000 BC when the Assyrians and Babylonians introduced the bow drill. Before the 1300s, most gems were cut en cabochon, that is, they were polished smooth and closely retained the original size and color of the stone.

The word “Gem” comes from the Latin word “Gemma”, meaning Bud. The story of precious stones is much like that of the blooming of flowers. Like tiny buds that burst into beautiful blossoms, dull lumps of mineral matter can be cut and polished into brilliantly flashing of beautifully glowing gems. Gems may be cut in a number of different ways, depending on changing fashions in jewelry and on the particular type of gem. Hardness, color, brilliance, rarity, and demand determine the value of gems.

In recent years, synthetic gems of good quality have been produced in the laboratory. The Egyptians made simple imitations of costly stones by coloring glass.

Via BEMS Tumbler 9/06 from The Rear Trunk

Want more information on opals? Check out The World of Opals by Allan W. Eckert, (John Wiley & Sons, NYC, 1997).


FYI, Opal is listed in most references with a hardness of 5½. This is not fully accurate, since some Opals are as low as 4½ and some as high as 6½. There are over a hundred recognized types of Opal!
The Sooner Rockologist

October 2006, Vol.61, No.8
The Oklahoma Mineral and Gem Society, Inc.

P. O. Box 2084
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-2084  (permanent address)
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Editor
Coleen Lumly 
   405-603-6575

Email: coleen52@hotmail.com
Editor’s Note:  Submit your contributions by the first of each month please! Submissions may be edited for punctuation, clarity and available space. If you have an announcement or a trip report to share, email or give it to me at the meetings. Email is preferred, so I don’t have to retype it. Unless otherwise noted, articles are written or contributed by Editor.  Thanks to all of you who contributed to this issue!
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

Newsletter Template Source:

www.free-newslettertemplates.com
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FISHING AND ROCK HUNTING 
Part 2 (continued from last issue)
By Lonnie Williams 

Let me tell you about one of my rocks. It was might near a leaverite, however, I couldn't leave it there because it might be the only one in the world to show the work of a wooly bugger. It looked like a large oak tree. But there was something about it. 

You have seen how a beaver cuts down a tree. Well, something cut a ring around this tree. It didn't take me long to rule out acts of nature, such as water, wind, hail, lightening, erosion, etc., but something cut a ring around this tree. At first I thought maybe it was a beaver, but the cut was not exactly like a beaver makes. If it was a beaver he was a mighty tall beaver like none I have ever seen. Of course a beaver may have climbed up the tree and hung on while eating around it. However, I don't think beavers climb trees. If beavers climb trees then I think they would only eat the tops out of trees, especially in the spring when the tops are young and tender, or when the beaver's teeth are old and he needs to chew on things that are easier. 

Of course the tree may have been standing in deep water and the beaver was swimming around the tree having breakfast. It is possible the beaver used a ladder, but if he did, I think that another beaver would have seen him and many beavers would now be using ladders. 

I don't think there was supposed to be any beavers when this tree was supposed to have been petrified. However, I leave periods of time to people who like to go to school and study instead of fish and hunt rocks. 

If it was not a beaver, then who else? 

The only other ones that I know who cut rings around trees are eager beavers. If I had to choose of the two then I would choose the eager beaver. If it was an eager beaver, then it was a very tall Indian.  If so, at what point in time are we talking about, and why would he do it, and what kind of axe did he use? 

It may have been a worm cutting around the tree like a cut worm, but, if so, man what a worm and what a lot of fish bait he would make. 

I can't imagine who else or what else cut notches around trees. I am curious. I wish that someone would tell me what, or how the cut was made, and when? Also, it looks to me as if whatever wanted this tree cut around maybe had large sharp claws, similar to the paws of a bear and that he marked the tree. Perhaps when it fell, it broke exactly where the cut was made. However, having seen a number of broken trees, I wonder if it petrified before or after it fell? Anyway, I got a winch truck and brought both the upper and lower sections of the tree home and put them in my rock garden.
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The two pieces are over nine feet long. Lonnie guesses they weigh between 2,000 and 2,500 pounds. The base piece is over six feet in circumference. At the point where the cut was made it is about twenty inches in diameter.  
Taken from an old Rockologist; submitted by Mark Brickmann.



OMGS Board Meeting Minutes ∙ September 14, 2006

Members present: Les Jones, Billie Marie Nedd, Leon Neff, Vernon Dorton, Doyle MCCown, Arlene Burkhalter, Vi Holmes, Paul Cinnamon, John Bode, Donna Davis, Rocky Newsom, Dottie Smith, and Marinel Kelley.

Guests present: Henry Nedd, Lou Dorton, Max Burkhalter, and Norma Cinnamon.

Les Jones opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

News – There was a very nice turnout at Granville Morgan’s funeral. Richard Dodrill had open-heart surgery.

A motion was made by Paul Cinnamon to accept the minutes as printed in the Rockologist.  Seconding the motion were Doyle McCown and Vernon Dorton, the motion passed. It was noted that there was no calendar. 

Vi Holmes gave the treasurer’s report and it was filed for future audit. Vi also reported that Granville’s memorial was paid.

LaVerne Henderson was accepted as a new member.

Paul Cinnamon gave the “Nominating Committee” report. It is as follows:

OMGS Nominating Committee Report

On July 20, 2006, in compliance with the terms of the OMGS by-laws and operating procedures, OMGS President John Bode appointed a nominating committee comprised of OMGS past presidents to select a suggested slate of officers and board of directors to serve OMGS for the year 2007. The individuals appointed to serve on the nominating committee are: Vi Holmes, Oscar Carroll, Sebastian Geffre, and Paul Cinnamon.

This nominating committee met on August 20, 2006. After discussion, deliberation, and contacting each prospective nominee to ascertain their willingness to serve in the position, the committee does now make the following nominations: President – John Bode, Vice President – Vernon Dorton, Secretary – Dottie Smith, Treasurer – Vi Holmes.

Board of Directors, Two Year Terms – Arlene Burkhalter, JC Brown, Mike Holmes, Joyce McBryde, Bob Welch, One Year Term – Sebastian Geffre, Les Jones, Mark Brickman.

As John Bode has agreed to accept nomination for a second term as OMGS President, a vacancy for a one-year term on the Board of Directors is opened, and Sebastian Geffre is nominated to fill this position.

As a present Board of Directors member, Vernon Dorton has accepted the nomination for Vice President; this leaves a vacancy for another one-year member of the Board of Directors. Les Jones is nominated to this vacancy.

Likewise, as Dottie Smith has agreed to accept the nomination for Secretary, this leaves an additional vacancy for a one year Board of Directors member. Mark Brickman is nominated to this position.

The other Board of Directors members who will automatically be serving the second year of their term and are not up for election are: Billie Marie Nedd, Oscar Carroll and Paul Cinnamon.

This report respectfully submitted by the nominating committee.

Note: In compliance with the OMGS by-laws and operating procedures, this report will be read at the regular club meeting in September, and again before the official election in October.  
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Arlene Burkhalter gave the Show Committee report. There is still no suitable name for the 2007 show as of yet. Chet Hazelwood wants to know if we still want to sponsor the Red Rock Canyon Swap for the Council. Max and Arlene Burkhalter will help coordinate the swap.

Old Business: 

Signature cards have been taken care of for the safety deposit box.

Records still need to be transferred from Dale Moore.

Website domain name has been taken care of.

New Business: 

Old officers turnover to new officers and revisions to the bylaws are to be discussed at the October board meeting, also an amendment to the budget needs to be discussed for the payment of our meeting place. Calendar dates need to be double for open dates, no general meetings in June and December and no “work night” in September.

Membership cards are to be all black and a prototype to be ready for the October meeting.

New Post Office Box: Arlene Burkhalter made a motion for acquisition of a new post office box, cost not to exceed $100. Donna Davis and Rocky Newsom seconded the motion, and it passed. Marinel Kelley is to obtain the new post office box.

Next Board meeting is October 12, 2006 at the Denny’s Restaurant, 6201 N May.

Marinel Kelley

Secretary

OMGS General Meeting Minutes ∙ September 21, 2006

John Bode opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

Wanda Manderscheid introduced our guest, Tim Wolf.

A motion was made by Ovetta Vermillion to accept the minutes as printed in the Rockologist. Ed Vermillion seconded, the motion passed.

Vi Holmes gave the treasurer’s report and it was filed for future audit.

Our new member, La Verne Henderson was introduced.

Committee Reports: Arlene Burkhalter gave the report for the Omniplex, as Chet Hazelwood was not present due to Jackie Hazelwood being hospitalized. The Omniplex set up will be on October 5th, 2006, at 12:00 noon and demonstrations will be on October 6th and 7th, 2006. Hours will be from 8:30am to 6:00pm on Friday the 6th and from 8:30am to 5:00pm on Saturday the 7th.

Red Rock Canyon Swap will be held on April 13, 14, & 15th, 2006, the week after Easter. This is the usual time for Red Rock and is an excellent venue for people to get specimens and equipment. Red Rock is near Hinton, Oklahoma.

The Tulsa Show will be held at the Tulsa Fairground’s Expo Center, on October 28th and 29th, 2006. Admission is $5.00; hours are from 9am to 7pm on Saturday, the 28th and 10am to 5pm on Sunday, the 29th.

Marion Howard was awarded a plaque for being the longest active member. Marion joined the club in 1946.

Paul Cinnamon gave the “Nominating Committee” report. It is as follows:

OMGS Nominating Committee Report (same as on page 3 - not reprinted to save space, Editor)
The Library has a new book that can be checked out, “The How To of Cabbing & Carving of Montana Agates & Other Chalcedonies” by Tom & Jim Harmon.

Paul Cinnamon also read the proposed By-Law amendments. They are as follows:

The current BY-LAW states:

“ARTICLE II – OFFICERS

Section 1. – Elective officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and eleven (11) Directors. The immediate Past President automatically becomes a Director for a one-year term. The remaining ten (10) Directors will be elected for a two-year term. For the purpose of origination, five (5) Directors will be elected for a two-year term and five (5) Directors for a one-year term. Thereafter, the Directors will be elected for a two-year term so that the Board will always have experienced personnel continuing from year to year. The elective officers shall compose the Board of Directors of the Society and each shall be a voting member of the Board. Elective officers, other than the ten (10) two-year Directors, shall serve a one-year term. It is recommended that five (5) of the Directors be Past Presidents of our Club, if possible. New Officers take Office at the January meeting.”

Proposed Amendment:

Section 1. -  Elective officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and seven (7) Directors. (The immediate Past President automatically becomes a Director for a one-year term.) For the purpose of origination, beginning in the year 2008 and continuing in the years thereafter, three (3) Directors will be elected for a two-year term, and as the terms of the incumbent Directors expire, the number of one-year Directors will become three (3). This insures that the Board will always have experienced personnel continuing from year to year. The other elective officers shall also serve as voting members of the Board of Directors of the Society. The elective officers, other than the six (6) elected Directors, shall serve a one-year term. It is recommended that at least three (3) of the Directors be Past Presidents of our Club, if possible. New Officers take office at the January meeting.

Proposed amendment to Section 5 – Standing Committees

“(O)” Presently reads:

The Show Committee Chairman shall select the various subcommittee chairmen necessary to adequately perform the various phases of presenting a show. With assistance of the building chairman select a show site and dates as soon as possible after being appointed; develop a budget of estimated expenses and income; supervise all subcommittees to ensure they are adhering to a projected time table; (report to the Society on progress of the show planning and any assistance as needed from the club members at large,) supervise show move-in and set-up; monitor all activities during the show; supervise the tear-down and move-out at the end of the show. As soon as possible after the show, make a final report to the Society summarizing the financial balance and the overall success of the show.”

Proposed changes:

-----report to the Executive Board and Society on progress of the show planning and request any assistance as needed from the club members at large-----

Addendum

The show shall be conducted under the guidelines of the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies for conducting a show, except that those guidelines strictly addressing Rocky Mountain Federation activities may be ignored. Any exceptions to these guidelines must be approved by the Executive Board of OMGS before they are implemented.

Dottie Smith gave the Christmas Party report. The party will be on December 1st, 2006 at the Will Rogers Exhibition Center. The dinner will be a potluck, meat and drinks furnished by the club, each member attending is to bring a vegetable, salad, or dessert. The party will begin at 6:30pm. Dottie needs assistance with decorations, please contact her if you wish to help.

Les Jones gave the report on the proposed changes to the by-laws concerning Officer turnover. They are as follows:
ARTICLE II: OFFICERS: Section 1 states:

New officers take office at the January meeting.

Section 1 (A) states:

The President shall provide keys to all secured club storage areas to a Club Property Custodian and at least one additional OMGS member…. And shall maintain a log of those key-holders names, purpose for which the keys are issued, date of issuance, and date of return.

Section 1 (B) states:

The outgoing Vice-President shall set a time, location and date and preside over a meeting to allow the orderly transfer of information and equipment from outgoing officers and committee chairmen to incoming officers and committee chairmen.

Section 1 (C) states:

The Secretary shall be custodian of all papers and permanent records…. The Secretary shall be provided a key to the Society’s post office box.

Section 1 (D) states: The Treasurer shall maintain a checking account in the name of the Corporation.

There are no required actions to ensure orderly transfer of the specified in Section 1 quoted above. Suggest revision of ARTICLE IV – OPERATING REGULATIONS: Section 2:

From: The fiscal Year of the Society shall be January 12 through December 31 of each year.

To: Section 2: Orderly Transfer of Information and Equipment

(A) The President shall appoint an auditor to perform an audit of the Treasurer’s books. Books shall be closed as of December 31st and the audit shall be completed by the February Board Meeting. This allows time for checks to clear and the final bank statement to be received.

(B) The President shall update the key holders log and turn it over to the incoming President at the January Board Meeting.

(C) The President shall ensure signature cards for the Safety Deposit Box are updated prior to the February Board Meeting and that keys are transferred to the new officers.

(D) The Vice-President shall remind officers and board members of the requirement for the orderly transfer of Information and Equipment at the last regularly scheduled board meeting of the current year.

(E) The Secretary shall turn over all operating documentation, permanent records, equipment, and post office box key to the incoming Secretary at the January Board Meeting.

(F) The Treasurers audit must be complete and acceptable to the incoming Board Members at the February Board Meeting. The outgoing Treasurer shall attend the February Board Meeting and turn over all records and financial documents to the incoming Treasurer. All persons authorized to issue checks for the Society shall agree on a date to update signature cards. This shall be accomplished prior to the March Board Meeting.

(G) The outgoing Property Custodian shall provide the incoming Property Custodian and the incoming Board of Directors an up-to-date club property inventory record at the January Board Meeting. The Outgoing Property Custodian shall report to the incoming Board of Directors that there are at least three (3) club members trained in the club’s audio, visual, and digital equipment and that each club member has received the required annual re-certification training.

(H) All other outgoing Appointive Officers will transfer items to the incoming Appointive Officers at the January General Membership meeting.

(I)  Disposition of old equipment. The Board of Directors shall determine the disposition of obsolete equipment.

Kitchen help for the October 19th General Meeting is Doyle McCown.

Cookies will be brought by Dottie Smith & Larry Shearer.

The program for the evening was a video on setting stones into earrings.

Next General Meeting is on October 19, 2006.              
Marinel Kelley 
Secretary

FIRST CLASS MAIL – DATED MATERIAL

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct 13-15   TRAMS, Tahlequah, OK, 2006 Fall Rock Show, Swap & Sale, Tahlequah Community Bldg., 300 W. First St. Free admission.
                    Contact Sara Brasel 918.458.0801
Oct 14-15   Huachuca Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, Sierra Vista, AZ

                    Contact Show Chair Larry 520.459.5211

Oct 14-15   Topeka Gem & Mineral Society 50th Annual Show, Kansas Expo Center, Topeka, KS For more info contact M Mowry, Rock2Plate@aol.com or www.ksexpo.com
Oct 29-29   Tulsa Rock & Mineral Show, Expo Square, Exchange Center 1 Bldg. Contact Richard Jaeger 918.481.0249; rjgrsci@aol.com
Nov 11-12   Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society 37th Annual Show, Lake Havasu, AZ; Contact Show Chair Manny Frisch 928.855.9324
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